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Using Social Network to create a Cooperative Learning Environment for Syntax Course
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1. General concepts of language acquisition; The nature of Universal Grammar
2. The X-bar theory

3. 6-theory and Case theory

4. NP-movement

5. Wh-movement

6. Syntax-semantics interfaces
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Please draw a tree diagram for the sentence below.
John can speak French.
BRI
o # O &=

Jont know how to draw the diagram on the facebook.
wail | draw it on the paper and take the photo

& EE 658

Chuan-Kuo Shan Sure. Go ahead.
# EE EEEE 498

# EE 258

| think your answer is not correct. You should
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1. General concepts of language acquisition; The nature of Universal Grammar

—Human beings with normal mental faculties are able to learn any human language. The innate linguistic
endowment is geared to any human language and not to just one.

—The human language faculty, i.e. the internal grammar of a native speaker, is said to be independent of the
other faculties of the mind.

—Human mind is said to have a modular structure, where each faculty has an autonomous existence from
the others, although the ability of human to use their language normally involves an interaction between all
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of these autonomous modules.

— Since knowledge of language forms an autonomous module, it should be possible to study it separately
from the other faculties of the mind.

— Universal Grammar (UG) is crucial in the organization of the primary linguistic experience. UG
determines the way the child interprets and organizes the language he is exposed to. In our examples, UG
would be said to make available the wh-parameter and the head-direction parameter to the child and the

child will fix the setting of the parameter.

— the mastery of a language is not really the result of learning, but rather fixing the parameters on the
exposure to linguistic data, thus, the term  “acquisition’

2. The X-bar theory

X-bar Theory

X’ theory specifies a universal form for phrase structure rules; it captures properties of all phrases, not
just those of a certain type.

- By strictly limiting the set of possible phrase structure rules, X’ theory succeeds in capturing significant
cross-categorial generalizations and parallelisms.

- Each phrase (=XP) has a head (=X), which projects larger constituents, the largest of which is called the
maximal projection of the head (i.e. XP).

o}

X=X (ZP)
b.XP=(YP) X’



(YP) X

3. 0-theory and Case theory

- Verbs are called predicates. The participants involved in the event denoted by a predicate are called
arguments.

- The number of argument associated with a given lexical item determines the number of 6-roles the
lexical items can assign, such that to every argument in the argument structure, there corresponds a 6-role in
the thematic structure of the lexical item.

- 0-roles can be collectively defined as the roles assigned to the arguments which participate in a given
event. The definition of individual 8-roles, however, is much less clear in some cases.



